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Managing Childhood Immunisation Clinics – 
Best Practice Guidelines – RCN Sept 2018 
• Before giving a vaccine always check: 

• Remember your  8 Rs 

• Right patient 

• Right vaccine and diluent (where applicable) 

• Right to give (ie, no contraindications) 

• Right time (including correct age and interval, as well as before the product 
expiration date) 

• Right dose 

• Right route (including correct needle  gauge and length and technique) 

• Right site 

• Right documentation (to ascertain what  the patient has already had/needs) 

 



Vaccine Update Search Index 



Updated guidance on immunisation training 

 

 

• National Minimum Standards and Core Curriculum for Immunisation 
Training for Registered Healthcare Practitioners  
 

• Revised February 2018  
 

 

 

• file:///C:/Users/marga/Desktop/Training_standards_and_core_curriculum_immu
nisation.pdf 

 



• here. Order immunisation publications here.For vaccine ordering and supply enquiries, email: vaccinesupply@phe.gov.uk 

• Subscribe to Vaccine Update  

• Clinical risk group Examples (decision based on clinical judgement)  

• High priority  

• Asplenia or dysfunction of the spleen This also includes conditions such as homozygous sickle cell disease and coeliac syndrome that may lead to splenic dysfunction.  

• Immunosuppression Due to disease or treatment, including patients undergoing chemotherapy leading to immunosuppression, bone marrow transplant, asplenia or splenic dysfunction, HIV infection at all 
stages, multiple myeloma or genetic disorders affecting the immune system (e.g. IRAK-4, NEMO, complement deficiency) 

• Individuals on or likely to be on systemic steroids for more than a month at a dose equivalent to prednisolone at 20mg or more per day (any age), or for children under 20kg, a dose of 1mg or more per kg per day.  

• Individuals with cerebrospinal fluid leaks This includes leakage of cerebrospinal fluid such as following trauma or major skull surgery.  

• Individuals with cochlear implants It is important that immunisation does not delay the cochlear implantation.  

• Moderate priority  

• Chronic respiratory disease This includes chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), including chronic bronchitis and emphysema; and such conditions as bronchiectasis, cystic fibrosis, interstitial lung 
fibrosis, pneumoconiosis and bronchopulmonary dysplasia (BPD). Children with respiratory conditions caused by aspiration, or a neurological disease (e.g. cerebral palsy) with a risk of aspiration. Asthma is not an 
indication, unless so severe as to require continuous or frequently repeated use of systemic steroids (as defined in Immunosuppression above).  

• Chronic heart disease This includes those requiring regular medication and/or follow-up for ischaemic heart disease, congenital heart disease, hypertension with cardiac complications, and chronic heart 
failure.  

• Chronic kidney disease Nephrotic syndrome, chronic kidney disease at stages 4 and 5 and those on kidney dialysis or with kidney transplantation.  

• Chronic liver disease This includes cirrhosis, biliary atresia and chronic hepatitis.  

• Diabetes Diabetes mellitus requiring insulin or oral hypoglycaemic drugs. This does not include diabetes that is diet controlled.  

• Low priority  

• Healthy aged 65 years and over  

 





HCA Guidance  

• National minimum Standards and Core curriculum for immunisation 
training of healthcare support workers 

 

• https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system
/uploads/attachment_data/file/464033/HCSW_Training_Standards_S
eptember_2015.pdf 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/464033/HCSW_Training_Standards_September_2015.pdf
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/464033/HCSW_Training_Standards_September_2015.pdf


Uncertain or Incomplete schedule 

  8 PHE Screening & Immunisations Team   

 



Updated Routine Schedule 



SouthWest Screening & Immunisation Team, 
Public Health England 

  10 

For routine immunisation enquiries, incidents and advice 
contact the  

 
PHE SouthWest Screening & Immunisation Team: 

 

   
 England.swscreeningandimms@nhs.net 

 
 
 
 

mailto:England.swscreeningandimms@nhs.net


International immunisation schedules 
comparison tool 

 

 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-and-international-
immunisation-schedules-comparison-tool 

 



Video 

 

 

 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/health-48682113/immunisation-
why-we-do-it-and-how-herd-immunity-works 
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Primary immune response 

•Primary immune response 
develops in the weeks 
following first exposure to 
an antigen 

•Mainly IgM antibody 
 

•Secondary immune 
response is faster and 
more powerful  
•Predominantly IgG antibody 

 

With kind permission from Nick Holmes 

 

 

With kind permission from Nick Holmes 

 



Interval Spacing of vaccines 

• Doses of the same inactivated vaccine – 4 weeks apart    
   (or 8w for PCV & Men B) 

 

• Live vaccines  – If giving yellow fever 4 weeks apart 

 

• No interval need be observed between: 

 live and inactivated vaccines 

 doses of different inactivated vaccines 
 

 

•  



Yellow Fever and MMR 

 

• A four week minimum interval period should be observed between 
the administration of these two vaccines. 

 

• Yellow Fever and MMR should not be administered on the same day.  



 
Immunisation Department, Centre for Infections 

Vaccine composition 
•In addition to the antigen, vaccines may contain some or all of  

•the following components: 

Component Purpose Example 

Adjuvants enhance the immune response to a 

vaccine 

MF59, 

aluminium salts, aluminium 

phosphate & potassium 

aluminium sulphate 

Taste improvers Improve taste of the vaccine                 sugar   

 

Additives stabilise vaccines from adverse 

conditions such as freeze-drying or heat, 

thereby maintaining a vaccine’s potency 

gelatine 

 

Residuals from 

manufacturing 

process 

 

Inactivating agents 

Antibiotics - prevent bacterial 

contamination during manufacturing 

process  

Egg proteins- some vaccine viruses are 

grown in chick embryo cells 

formaldehyde 

neomycin, streptomycin, 

polymyxin B 

 

influenza, yellow fever 



Aluminium salts are found in these vaccines 
used routinely in the UK. 
• 6-in-1 vaccine: Infanrix Hexa  

• PCV (pneumococcal conjugate vaccine): Prevenar 13 

• MenB vaccine: Bexsero  

• Pre-school Booster vaccines: Repevax, Infanrix IPV and Boostrix-IPV (0 

• HPV vaccine: Gardasil  

• Teenage Booster vaccine: Revaxis  

• HepB vaccine: HBVaxPro  
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Fluad vaccine 

 

• The main ingredient in MF59 is squalene oil, a 
naturally-occurring oil found in humans, plants and 
animals. The squalene oil in MF59 comes from fish oil 
and is highly purified before it is used 

. 



Formaldehyde – vaccine ingredient 

• 6-in-1 vaccine (Infanrix Hexa) 

 

• Hepatitis B vaccine (HBVaxPro) 

 

•  Pre-school Booster vaccines (Repevax) 

 

•  Teenage Booster vaccine (Revaxis)  
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Resources 

 

• Oxford Vaccine Group 

 

• www.ovg.ox.ac.uk 

 

 

http://www.ovg.ox.ac.uk/

