
Flow chart for basic interpretation of 

spirometry 

 

 Abnormalities on graph 

NO 
FEV1 reduced All but borderline obstructive or 

restrictive can be ruled out 

YES 

FVC reduced 

Ratio reduced 

YES/NO 

Obstructive 

(may have a mixed defect) 

Suspect restrictive 

(will need further tests) 

YES NO 


